Admiral Westphal Elementary School

NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2026
Hello AWES Families... Contact AWES...
902-435-8305

Welcome Back! We hope you enjoyed an
enjoyable, restful break. With the arrival of
January we welcome a new year and look forward
to an amazing beginning of 2026 here at AWES.

awes@hrce.ca
https://awe.hrce.ca/

We dive back into things pretty quickly with two
amazing guests joining us this month for
assemblies. We also have Tim Horton’s Camp
workshops happening for our grade 3-6 students.
Exciting!

As always, please reach out should you ever have
guestions or concerns.

All the best,

N. MaCDOI’]a[d Learn more at

hrce.ca/families/cancellations
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Upcoming...

~——— _ Jan. 5" - First Day back!

Jan. 13" - Guest Julia Tynes Assembly.
Jan. 27" - International Holocaust

L Remembrance Day

if’,:‘r Ry Feb. 3" - Guest Keonte Beals Assembly
G / Feb. 16" - Holiday.


https://awe.hrce.ca/
https://www.hrce.ca/families/cancellations

Power Outage Information for Families

As we move into the winter months, we want to share how decisions are made when a
school experiences a power outage.

Our priority is always to keep schools open safely when possible. A power outage
does not automatically mean classes are cancelled - even if it happens during the
school day. The decision depends on when power is expected to be restored.

Here’s what happens:

When a school loses power, HRCE's Operations Team contacts Nova Scotia Power to
gather available details on the cause and an estimated restoration time.

Once we have this information, we consider:

Before school starts: Have buses begun their routes? If so, we wait until students
arrive before making a decision. If classes are cancelled, elementary families will be
contacted before dismissal.

During the school day: How close is dismissal? What is the temperature in the
building? Does the school rely on power for water or septic systems? These factors,
among others, help us decide whether to stay open or close. Often, power returns
faster than we could safely send students home.

If classes are cancelled:

HRCE will notify families by email and text.

Families of elementary students will also receive a phone call before dismissal.
Deciding to close schools during a power outage is never simple, but safety is always
our top priority. We understand that cancellations can be inconvenient, and our goal
is to keep students learning in class whenever possible.

It’s that time of year... _
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Guidelines for school and/or bus cancellations due to weather

w doos Hall

Most days, students will be spending time outside
at recess & lunch. As the weather begins to turn, it
is imprtant that students are dressed
appropriately with jacket, hat, mittens, etc. We
keep many items on hand at the school. Please do
not hesitate to reach out if you child requires
items.
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Remember: Parents/guardians abways have the right to keep their child b
if they believe that the travelling conditions are unsuitable.

Please click here For further
information on these guidelines.
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APPS EVERY PARENT
SHOULD BE AWARE OF
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WE NEED YOUR VOICE/

Havelyoulconsideredicinglour Scheool/Advisory€Council?

What is a School Advisory Council (SAC)? @ @
The SAC group is made up of staff,
parents/guardins, and community
members. The SAC serves as an Q
advisory group to school —
administration and provides an
important voice that helps
support student success and well-
being.

When does the SAC meet?
We generally meet monthly at 6:00

PM. Our next meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, November 18™

If you would like to know more
@ about the SAC, please reach out to
the school

Did you know that HRCE posts new job
opportunities at noon every Wednesdaw
Learn more at www.myhrce.ca/jobs

Halifax
Regional Centre for Education




